
Chairman‘s Message 
After some consultation, it has 

been decided to circulate ―Zone 

In‖ to members just as other Ser-

vice Newsletters are distributed 

in RIBI. 

Your comments on this, and any 

other matters concerning, ― Zone 

In‖  are most welcome. 

This issue of ―Zone In‖ concen-

trates on Peace and Conflict Res-

olution. It can be argued that 

without ―Peace‖, it is difficult to 

pursue the other Foundation  

Areas of Focus effectively.    

There are several interesting 

Foundation Grants focusing on 

Peace in this issue, together with 

other Peace related articles. 

There are also some important 

Foundation events for this Rota-

ry year for you to note: 

 The RI Peace Building Conference 

in Coventry (see page 2) 

 Rotary Day 23 February 

As part of Rotary Day, Clubs and 

Districts are encouraged to hold 

― Purple Pinkie Days ―, with 

mock National Immunisation 

Day events . This is being pro-

moted as part of the Rotary2 

campaign to engage with the me-

dia and the general public. More 

details on the RIBI Website  

 Purple 4Polio Rotary Grand Tour. 

(see page 7) 

This event, another great way to 

promote the P4P campaign, takes 

place from 21-24 May, and there is 

more information later in this 

newsletter. 

There are just five months left of 

this Rotary year, I hope you have 

many plans in place to continue to 

promote ―Our Rotary Foundation‖. 

The encouragement of Giving to 

the Annual Fund and the Polio Plus 

campaign should be a very im-

portant part of those plans. The 

Annual Fund will be available in 

three years‘ time to fund Founda-

tion Grant projects to ― Do good in 

the world ― and the Polio fund to 

finally eradicate Polio from our 

world.  Your RIBI /RI Foundation 

committee is here to support you in 

those endeavours in any way you 

require. 
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On 24 February we are privileged to host one of the world-wide Peace Building Conferences at 

the invitation of RI President Ian Riseley. The event is to be held in Coventry at the Ricoh Are-

na. Coventry is known world-wide as a City for Peace and Reconciliation. The programme will 

commence on Friday 23 February with a Rotary Foundation Supporter‘s Dinner at 7p.m, 

Speakers will be Kenneth M Schuppert Jr. Vice Chairman of TRF and a Rotary Grant Scholar 

On 24th the Conference starts at 9.00 am, joining President Ian there are many interesting and 

informative speakers throughout the day. The speaker at the Saturday evening dinner will be 

Prof Colin John McInnes. 

There are two sightseeing tours arranged for Sunday.    

To view  the programme and more details on the speakers and the registration link is available 

on the RIBI Website at https://www.rotarygbi.org/peacebuilding-conference-2018/ 
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Peace: Who Needs It?  

Brenda Lowe, Peace Officer, District 1260 

 

Without Peace we can‘t tackle poverty ef-
fectively; without Peace girls, and boys, 
don‘t receive the full education they de-
serve; without Peace doctors and nurses 
struggle to deliver quality care; without 
Peace an individual does not reach their 
full potential. 

 

 At last the UN and other major players on 
the world stage realize that without Peace 
and conflict resolution the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals cannot be fully achieved, 
So, how do we create Peace?  By talking, 
negotiating, compromising – skills that we 
as individuals could use in our everyday 
lives when coping with the needs and de-
mands of others. 

 

Researchers tell us that the world is less 
violent than in the past (watch Steven 
Pinker on TED) but as wars finish we of-
ten see increased tensions between differ-
ent communities.  Mediators and negotia-
tors are called in to ease the tensions and 
allow people to talk in a safe environment.  
These professionals hone their communi-
cation skills over many years – learning to 
talk compassionately rather than arguing 
aggressively; they develop the ability to 
really listen to what others say and to hear 
what they are feeling.    Whenever you 
read that Peace negotiations are taking 
place you can rely on the fact that a num-
ber of skilled personnel are working hard 
to bring about a Peace settlement that is 
acceptable to all, and as we know, that 
process sometimes can take many months, 
even many years. 

 

So, Rotary is right to be promoting Peace 
at all levels of society; Rotary was ahead of 
its time in creating the Peace Centres at a 
number of universities in different parts of 
the world; British Rotarians can be justifi-

ably proud of the Peace Studies depart-
ment at Bradford University which was a 
founding member of the Rotary Peace 
Centres network in 2002 and has been 
supporting many international Peace fel-
lows, sponsored by Rotary, with their 
studies ever since. 

 

However difficult the concept of Peace is 
to put into words we are now more aware 
than ever of its immense power.  Every 
Rotarian can develop the skills to be a 
competent Peace Maker in whatever social 
setting he/she may find themselves – talk 
compassionately, really listen to what peo-
ple say, observe the UN International Day 
of Peace and Non Conflict (September 
21st),  support Peace fellows, and continue 
working for the many excellent projects 
Rotary supports – good luck! 

 

 
Rotary is a microcosm of a world at 
peace, a model which nations will do 
well to follow.”  

Paul Harris 
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Remembering Bill Huntely 

 

Bill Huntley was a very active Rotarian and served not only as 
District Governor and RIBI President but went on to become the 
Rotary International President in 1994/95 when he coined the 
theme ‗Be A Friend.‘ 

It‘s customary for Past Presidents to establish an Endowment 
Fund within TRF and Bill did just that. 

 During his Presidential year,  Bill was largely responsible for the 
decision to start a pilot programme sponsoring post graduate 
students to undertake a two year course in Peace and Conflict 
Resolution - today‘s Peace Fellows, He spoke eloquently of the need for peace and left 
Rotary a legacy of working to promote peace worldwide.  You can watch the announce-
ment speech on YouTube. 

 The Bill Huntley Memorial Peace Scholarship Endowment is currently 
large enough to fund a scholar usually every 4 years depending on invest-
ment earnings.  Two generous couples have recently left substantial legacies to this 
fund and in the fullness of time the fund will be large enough to support a scholar annu-
ally. 

We‘re now having a special push to augment the fund with further cash donations and 
legacies so that a Peace Fellow can be selected annually as a memorial and testament to 
a great RI President.  At the forthcoming Presidential Conference in Coventry at the end 
of February, Bill will be remembered and the 300 or so attendees will be invited to sup-
port the fund.  If you would like to attend the conference, please book via the RotaryGBI 
website. On the other hand you might like to join this groundswell of support and assist 
the Rotary Foundation to continue promoting peace in our troubled world.  And because 
it‘s an Endowment Fund your donation or legacy would be invested, only the earnings 
being used to support scholars -  in perpetuity.  Is there a better way to demonstrate Ser-
vice Above Self? 

 More information on supporting this and other Endowments is available from the au-
thor, Alasdair Seale in zone 17 and from Steve Munns in zone 18a  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbwGkX878KE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbwGkX878KE
mailto:alasdair@trinityfactors.co.uk
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Here is some more information about the 
Rotary Peace Fellow recently recognised at 
the United Nations as a Champion of 
Peace. 

 

Kiran was heavily involved at the 2017 At-
lanta Convention as part of a peace initia-
tive. He still carries out various strategic 
work with Rotary International - most of it 
behind the scenes support for major initia-
tives- and fundraising work. He also works 
in collaboration with clubs on programmes
- and peace fellow led alumni initiatives -
aimed at achieving a better, peaceful world. 

 

In 2011 Kiran embarked on a Rotary Peace 
Fellowship, focusing on the folklore of 
―home‖. Working across the arts, cultural 
peace building and the international devel-
opment community he emphasizes his in-
terest in ―the power of human creativity, 
arts, storytelling and social justice, and the 
notion of a truly multicultural society.‖ 

 

 In 2012, Kiran was invited to give a key 
note address at Rotary‘s United Nations 
Day in New York City, entitled Telling Sto-
ries That Matter- A project that encourages 
the use of arts, culture and diverse story-
telling within the international peace build-
ing community. Kiran has and continues to 
serve on numerous boards; currently, he is 
on the board for Tennesseans for the Arts 
and The Association for American Cultures 
which advocates equal participation in poli-
cymaking, equitable funding for all cultural 
institutions, an elevation in multicultural 
leadership and essential networks that im-
pact cultural policies. 

 

Following Graduation in 2013 as a Rotary 
Peace Fellow from the University of North 
Carolina and Duke University– both with a 

masters degree and certificate in peace and 
conflict resolution 

Kiran is President of the International Sto-
rytelling Center, producers of the world ac-
claimed National Storytelling Festival, 
based in Jonesborough, Tennessee. Previ-
ously he established a number of award-
winning arts, cultural and human rights 
programmes in the UK. After 9/11 he devel-
oped programmes at National Museums 
Scotland, and created a number of peace 
and conflict resolution initiatives exploring 
issues of religious, ethnic, and sectarian 
conflicts in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
He went on to lead the Helen Keller Inter-
national Arts award, helping to establish 
disability arts part of Glasgow‘s Creative 
UNESCO City of Music.  

 

Kiran was sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Tranent, District 1020 for both Group 
Study Exchange (2008/09) and the Peace 
Fellowship . Kiran is also a Paul Harris Fel-
low. 

R I B I  F o u n d a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e   

Introducing... Kirandeep Singh Sirah 
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Rotary Districts 1020 and 1070 have com-
bined with the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme to compile a peace and conflict reso-
lution project to facilitate the development 
of disadvantaged youngsters in Southern 
Scotland. 

 

GG1746518  is a Peace Advocacy project and 
aims to transform lives within the communi-
ty using the skills and expertise of both the 
Duke of Edinburgh resource network and 
Rotarians who specialise in peace and con-
flict resolution ably led by District 1020 
Peace Officer Jean Best. 

 

Jean was recently recognised as a Rotary 
Champion of Peace at the UN in Geneva. 
She works with a trained Rotarian group of 
Peace and Conflict Resolution Advocates in 
bringing these youngsters together though 
weekend residential work.  

 

The project is about training  individuals to 
deal with conflict situations in every day life 
such as bullying and it also helps to mediate 
conflict situations—these are the identified 
measurements of this project‘s success. 

 

The project will contribute to the Bronze 
Award from the Duke of Edinburgh 
(Volunteering section). The D of E are ex-
pert partners in delivering and developing 
these young people. 

 

One of the project‘s highlights has been the 
Peace Conference held at the Scottish Parlia-
ment in December bringing together Rotari-
ans, and youngsters from a number of 
schools in Southern Scotland and beyond to 
further explore and learn on how to deal 
with conflict. Project beneficiaries were pre-
sent to showcase their own learning experi-
ences.  

 

The project was funded using District Desig-
nated Funds (DDF) from both districts. No 
club cash contributions were required. 

For more information on how you can initi-
ate your own peace project contact Jean Best 
here. 

 

Global Grants in Peace and Conflict Resolution: and its 
UK based! 

Some of the project beneficiaries at a residential 
weekend funded through our Foundation. 

 One participant commented: ―I like doing all the 
adventure stuff and activities, so I’m enjoying it 
here. It’s good fun. I learnt about bullying and 

listening and how be a better leader. At home I’d 
like to be a football coach leader‖. 

mailto:jeanmbest@gmail.com
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The Purple4Polio Rotary Grand Tour 2018 
is hitting the highways next May and is 
looking for Rotarians, their friends and 
families, in vehicles of all shapes and sizes 
to take part in a four-day, round Britain ad-
venture. Entries are open and registration 
is now live! 

 

Everyone is welcome to join this exciting 
and inspiring road trip across Great Britain 
and Ireland from 21st – 24th May 2018, 
visiting as many of the Rotary districts as is 
safely possible and raising money for the 
End Polio Now campaign. 

 

Entering is easy: You organise your team, 
car and route, then decide where you want 
to stay whilst in the meantime and raising 
as much sponsorship as possible. In return, 
each Rotary district will set up a check and 
rest point at a place of interest in their area, 
where you will have your logbook stamped 
as proof of passage and the opportunity to 
have a look around and meet other travel-
lers. When you have completed your epic 
journey, you will receive the chequered flag 
if you join us at the finish line before the 

end-of-tour party in Yorkshire on the 24th 
May (optional). 

 

Take part in an event that you‘re never go-
ing to forget and experience the legendary 
blend of fun and friendship that only Rota-
ry can provide and raise funds for one of 
the most significant life-changing projects 
the world has ever seen. 

 

When you have fully registered, we will 
send you two large vinyl car stickers which 
show the world that you are part of this 
amazing adventure and will help you spot 
other teams when you‘re on tour. You will 
also receive a sponsor form, a log-book and 
further details about the event. 

 

See more at  

https://www.rotarygbi.org/what -we-
do/purple4polio-rotary-grand-tour/ 
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https://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio-rotary-grand-tour/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio-rotary-grand-tour/
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Our latest Global Grant, for 34 toilets and 
four water tanks, shared between four 
schools, was approved in March last year 
and is now complete.  The total budget of 
£56,000 includes contributions from six lo-
cal clubs plus the Foundation grants it at-
tracted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our major 
fundrais-
ers have 
been an 
a n n u a l 
plant and 
book sale 
in our gar-
den which 
w o u l d 
raise over 
£1,000, a week-long charity shop generating 
another £1,000 and a Christmas coffee 
morning raising over £500.  We also give 
presentations to schools and different or-
ganisations. In addition, we sell Zulu bead-
work and angels made from drinks cans, 
which are copies of those made by Zulu chil-
dren to help pay for their education. 

 

The Blackpool Rotary Club has collaborated 
with many partners over the years. With the 
Wolverton Stoney Stratford club we built a 
block of three classrooms at Mbonomuhle 
School.  North Fylde Rotary Club and Euro-
tary built a classroom at Ntabankulu School 
and Blackpool again joined Wolverton Ston-
ey Stratford in building and fitting out a 
kitchen at the same school.  We also helped 
replace a roof on a crèche in Alicedale, near 
Port Elizabeth, which had blown away in se-
vere storms.  One Rotarian has himself 
funded the building of two classrooms at 
Enhlube School. 

It is quite a humbling experience, looking 
back, to see just what has been achieved, 
since 1999, by Ro-
tarians in District 
1190.  

Feature Projects: continuing projects in Kwazulu, Natal 

by Brian  Walker, District International Chair, District 1190 


